
www.vets4pets.com

Call 01934 631 777
141 Milton Road, Weston Super Mare, 
North Somerset, BS22 8AA
Open 8.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12 noon Sat

That’s right, for just seventy pounds you can protect your pet for life! With any

vaccination course or annual booster, you can pay an additional £70 and get all

normal annual vaccinations for your pet free for the rest of their life*. So visit Weston-

Super-Mare Vets4Pets to make an appointment and let your pet enjoy a safer tomorrow.
*Subject to terms and conditions, see application form for details.

Protect your pet 
for life for just £70*

February 2008February 2008
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ALG ELECTRICS 
All work is certified to current legislation and 
comes with a three year warranty.
NAPIT - Full scope member. PART P registered
TRUSTMARK registered member
(Mobile 07932 186590)     822759
 
WHITE LODGE CRAFTS
Hand Crafted Cards & Knitted items
Marmalades, Jams, Chutneys
(Commissions taken)
Contact Rosalind Denton 822430

A. J. AUTOS
Unit 1, Wolvershill Industrial Units 824434
Banwell
Vehicle repairs & maintenance,
insurance work & M.O.T’s Arranged

MINI-DIGGER HIRE (1.5TONNES)
Self drive of operator
Daily, Weekly or Weekend rates
Free delivery Banwell area
Further information or advice
D Ruby mobile 07749 285471 823142

WOODCHARM FITTED BEDROOMS 
Made to measure and expertly fi tted.  
Wardrobes, chests of drawers and cupboards.  
Quality at competitive prices.  
Showroom 17 Lynx Crescent off 
Winterstoke Road.     414598

SMART SIGNS
Vehicle Graphics - Banners - Shop Fronts - Magnet-
ics - and more... Signs made to any specifi cation.
Unit 12, Knightcott Ind Est, Banwell.
Mobile 07074 824300 or  824300 
Visit our website www.smart-signs.co.uk 

JPS TILING
Tiling Specialist from Spain
15 years experience - no job too small
Used by Yoji in St James Street, Weston
mobile 0784 5077004               820806

GARDEN NEEDS & HOME NEEDS
4 North Road
For all your garden and home maintenance
tree felling, hedge cutting, whatever you need!!
Call Andy  824105

Local Traders

St Andrew’s Mothers’ Union

Lent Lunches
In

The Village Hall
Commencing

Thursday 14th February
12:30pm - 1:30pm

Cost £2
All Are Welcome

Also
Thursdays: 

21st & 28th February, 
6th & 13th March
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WESTCOAST INTERIORS
KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS
Showroom: Unit 2, Wolvershill Industrial Units
off Wolvershill Road, Banwell   820025
Sliding mirror wardrobes made to measure.

DELICIOUS
West Street, Banwell
Fish and Chips & Chinese Take Away meals
Extensive menu 
For people who enjoy good food  823050

BANWELL POST OFFICE
24 West Street, Banwell. BS29 6DB  822244 
Support your local ‘Community Award Winning’ 
Post Offi ce, the only village banking facility. 
The ‘One Stop Post Shop’ for all your greetings 
cards, postal and stationery requirements.

FREE WELLNESS EVALUATION
Optimise your nutrition for weight control, 
increased energy and better health.
For more information or to book your compli-
mentary Wellness Evaluation, call Guy
www.herbal-health.org.uk                     824417

PLASTERING AND 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE
Steven Sherwood BA(Hons)
Telephone: 820695/07958 021303
for quotes and advice on all building restoration.

PAINTER & DECORATOR
High quality guaranteed
30 years experience
fully insured - free estimates
Mike Worrall. 07747 102287  823696

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Wills professionally prepared in the privacy of
your home.
Fixed fees include advice and Instruction
taking: £75 single  £93 husband and wife.
Tel.: David READ Services on  513489

STEPHEN BENNETT & SON, BICSc 
The Knoll, Wint hill, Banwell, BS29 6NG. Com-
mercial contract cleaners. Specialist carpet and 
upholstery cleaners.
Certifi ed pest controllers.
(Mobile 07889 981019)   Tel & Fax  822347

BROWN ENVY 
Mobile Spray Tanning   
A perfect fl awless tan in the privacy of your own 
home. Discounts available for party bookings. 
For appointments and enquiries ring Sandra on 
Mobile 07899667126 or  822314

BANWELL VILLAGE PHARMACY 820944
Next Banwell Surgery, Westfi eld Rd.Fax 823869
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-1pm & 2-6pm, Thurs 9-
2pm, Sat 9-12. Comprehensive medicines and 
NHSvprescription service. Open to all including
patients at other surgeries.

A. E. & S. M. VICKERY
26 West Street 822412
Family Butchers
We can supply your weekly meat or
fi ll your freezer.

BANWELL ACTIVITY TOYS CENTRE
Shirley Davies, Eastermead Farm 823926
Top quality range of TP garden swings, slides,
climbing frames, toboggans, trampolines,
tractors and trailers, farms and forts, wooden 
dolls houses and furniture. Lots in stock

WORLE GLASS
WINDOWS & JOINERY
Unit 7, Worle Industrial Estate,
Oueensway, Worle.  515470
For all your new work and replacements.

MOBILE HAIR CARE AND DESIGN
by Khanitha Masters B.A.(drama)
Fully qualifi ed to create and care for YOUR 
beautiful hair style to suit your individual fea-
tures. Competitive rates. Wedding and special 
event styling with a “different look”.      822367

N E PLUMBING AND HEATING
For your local Corgi registered plumber  
and heating engineer:- 
Ring Nick on 07707 069 726 or 822932

FURNITURE REPAIR AND RESTORATION.
Furniture Repairs; 
Antique Restoration; Cabinet Making.
Free estimates.     820426

BANWELL CASTLE
B&B. Cream Teas   822263
Pre booked restaurant              824826
Parties, Pig Roasts, Bar-B-Que’s
Civil Weddings on site  

NORTH SOMERSET COUNCILLORS
Tony Lake 852400
Ann Harley 842069
Tim Mater   Highfi eld Kennels  822372

KNIGHTCOTT MOTORS
Knightcott   822335
For new and quality used cars
and light commercials.

Shop Locally
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CONTACTS   Tel.
Church of England. The PCC Secretary, The Coach House, East Street, Banwell 822320
Methodist. Revd. Sam, Wesley Manse, Dinghurst Rd, Churchill 852314
Roman Catholic. Revd. Fr. Tibor Szende, The Presbytery, Tweentown, Cheddar 742564
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Prayer
The Church families of St. 
Andrew’s and Banwell Meth-
odist Church will be praying 
for the people in your area on 
the following Sundays.

February
 3rd High Street
 10th Hilmer Rise
 17th Hill path
 24th Knightcott Gardens
March
 2nd Knightcott Park
 9th Knightcott Road
If you have any special prayers or concerns, 
whether for yourself, one of your family or 
for a neighbour (e.g. someone who is sick: 
getting married: seeking employment: going 
away to work or college: or in any kind of 
trouble or diffi culty), please ring one of the 
following numbers either to have a chat, or 
leave a message, or make an appointment for 
one of us to visit you, or vice versa.
St Andrew’s: Dinah Harrison  822344
Methodist: The Revd. Sam 852314

Banwell Playgroup for rising 3s-5yr. olds meets Monday to Friday during term-time 9.00am - 11.30am. For 
more information please contact the Playgroup on 823404 or Wendy Lloyd 820605.

Baby/Toddler Group meets every Friday morning 9.30am -11.45am. at the Scout Hut. 
Contact Gareth Thomas 823177

Banwell Scout Group: Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. Peter Bradbury, Group Scout Leader 01934 822719

Banwell Fish Scheme: Chairman Mrs Dinah Harrison 822344. Lift Co-ordinator Mrs G Boddy 823621. 

Village Hall Booking Secretary: Mr David Westlake 30 Knightcott Road, Banwell. Tel: 822433.

Youth & Community Centre Booking Secretary: Nicola Hooper (Parish Clerk) 812567, 
email clerk@banwell.org

Methodist School Room Hire Bookings Tel: 822873 or 822066

Banwell-Potigny Twinning Assoc. Contact Jeanne Evans 823878

Banwell Bridge Club Contact: Roger Boland Tel: 820615 or Meg Tillotson Tel: 823252

BANWELL
BEAT 

SURGERIES
0900 – 1000 HOURS
Village Hall, Banwell

15 February 2008
14 March 2008
11 April 2008
9 May 2008

27 June 2008

Please take this opportunity to come along 
if you have any queries or concerns

PC 2307 ADRIAN WOOLACOTT
PCSO 7369 MAGGIE EVANS

TEL: 01934 638123 
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ST. ANDREW’S
   8.00 am Holy Communion
   10.00 am Family Eucharist  
   3.30 pm Evensong
1st Sunday 3.30 pm BCP Eucharist 
   7.15 pm Young at Heart
6th Feb  7.00 pm Ash Wednesday Communion & Imposition Of Ashes
2nd March  10.00 am Mothering Sunday  Family Service

METHODIST

   10.30 am Morning Service & Sunday School
   6.30 pm Evening Service

ROMAN  CATHOLIC Cheddar
Sunday 9.00 am Mass 

Services In Our Churches

ALL WELCOME

Our New Vicar 
The Churchwardens are pleased to announce 
that the Revd John Franks has accepted the 
position of “House for Duty” Priest for St 
Andrew’s Banwell and will be licensed 
on 7th April by the Right Reverend Peter 
Maurice, the Bishop of Taunton.

John Franks is married to Valerie (Val) 
and is currently the Assistant Priest at St 
Matthew’s Bridgemary in the Portsmouth 
Diocese. John served for 24 years in the 
navy, (17 in the submarine service). After 
leaving the navy he trained as a secondary 
school teacher and worked in a residential 
school for boys with extreme emotional and 

behaviour problems.

John was ordained deacon in 2000 and 
priest the following year. He has held sev-
eral positions within Portsmouth Diocese. 
He has been involved in youth work and 
is interested in global issues, history and 
outdoor activities.

Val is an active Mothers’ Union member and 
they both enjoy walking and gardening.

We look forward to welcoming John and 
Val to Banwell. Please hold them in your 
prayers as they prepare for this major change 
in their lives.

Rod Humphreys & John Haynes
Churchwardens

To advertise in this magazine give our  advertisement manager 

Mike Hebden 
a call on 823517 to discuss your requirements
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Please note our 
email address & 

website
theeditor@banwellparishnews.org.uk

www.banwellparishnews.org.uk

From the Registers
Funerals
January
 23rd    Rosemarie Dyer Lewis
  28th    Robert Bell   

C V GOWER & SON
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

   

All localities covered    
24hr. Service every day    
Distance and Overseas Funerals     
Pre-paid Funeral Plans    
Private Chapel of Rest    
Green Funerals arranged  

Winscombe (01934) 842945 
The Square, 
Winscombe, 

Somerset BS25 1BS

Gardening Club 
News
At our November meeting, Mr Michael 
Smith gave a fascinating talk on his 35 
years experience of retailing and caring for 
houseplants.  60% of houseplant sales go 
through Holland, sold by Dutch auction, 
coming from as far afi eld as South America, 
Kenya and Israel.  He explained that the key 
to successful plant growth and fl owering is 
to focus on climate: temperature, humidity, 
light intensity and air movement (which is 
important to strengthen stems).  There was 
no December meeting, but in January the 
club members and their guests enjoyed a 
splendid Christmas dinner at Worlebury 
Golf Club.  Our next meeting will be on 
28th February, when Chris Cudlipp will 
be talking about growing vegetables.  All 
are welcome.  For more information please 
contact the Club secretary, Eleanor Baker, 
on 824021.

Gardening Tips 
for February
Hedges do tend to be taken for granted.  If 
yours looks a little the worse for wear, give it 
a boost with a dressing of fertiliser or a good 
manure over the root run.  Now is the time to 
sow cabbage, lettuce, peas and caulifl ower 
in a temperature of 13ºC (55ºF).  Rhubarb 
can also be planted at this time.  Any turfi ng 
should be completed as conditions allow.  
If you have not dealt with summer bedding 
schemes yet, get planning sorted at your 
earliest opportunity so that orders can be 
sent in.  The busy season for seed sowing 
approaches, and it is always worth sowing 
thinly.  This way seedlings have room to 
develop and will not become overcrowded 
if pricking out is delayed.
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Parish Council
Welcome to the 4th issue of the Parish Coun-
cil’s informal communication trial.  This is 
advanced notice to let you know that we 
will be setting up a means whereby you the 
parishioner can give feedback to the PC on 
whether you would like us to continue with 
this method of communication. Watch this 
space for the following issue in March.

The Sustainable Communities Bill

Your PC some time ago agreed to sup-
port the above Bill and I have just heard 
that The Sustainable Communities Bill 
has now become an Act of Parliament. 
(http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2007/pdf/
ukpga_20070023_en.pdf)

By my understanding of this piece of new 
legislation; by October 2008 central gov-
ernment will ask North Somerset Council, 
who will have a legal duty to do so, to set 
up citizens panels (drawn from all sections 
of the community) and try to reach an agree-
ment with those panels on suggestions that 
you, the parishioner make. Then NSC has 
to submit them to central government and 
(you will like this) the government has a 
legal duty to co-operate with NSC to try to 
reach an agreement on what action it will 
take on the suggestions made.

This is a major reversal in the power struc-
ture, yes folks, this is the new bottom up 
process so that policies to create sustainable 
communities will be driven by you and your 
fellow parishioners and not by the civil 
servants in Whitehall. I look forward with 
interest to see how well this will work.

David Elsey
Chair - PC.

Village Pride 
Committee
We have had our second meeting and the 
minutes will be circulated in due course.

A new planting area has been created around 
the Banwell sign on the Wolvershill road. 
The “Banwell in Bloom” team are going 
to include this area in their future planting 
scheme.

I have been in contact with Mr Adrian Le-
onard (NSC) for an update about the cutting 
back of hedges with fl ailing equipment in 
Golling Lane. Mr Leonard has come up with 
the proposal that North Somerset Council 
will pay a 1/3rd of the costs if Banwell PC 
pays a 1/3rd and the “Route to School Fund” 
would pay the fi nal 1/3rd.  Estimated total 
costs would be £1000. Mr Leonard to email 
the Parish Clerk with his funding proposal 
and this to become an agenda item for the 
PC’s approval.

The area around the seat in Golling Lane. 
I intend to propose removing the brambles 
and undergrowth and replacing with grass 
and fencing around the border to make a 
quiet area for parishioners to sit and enjoy 

the views across the village to Banwell 
Hill.  But fi rst there is a need to carry out a 
feasibility study and costs.

As Golling Lane is listed as a bridleway, 
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there are ‘step-ins’ (for horses to pass) which 
again have become badly overgrown. I in-
tend to propose these should be cleared and 
paving slabs be laid to provide a safer place 
to stand. Again there is a need to carry out a 
feasibility study and costs.

Eight bags of green waste were taken from 
the footpath – Knightcott to Wolvershill 
Paddocks in our tidy-up program, we hope  
to look at the West Street to Littlefi elds 
footpath next.

We have purchased a Hi-Vis waistcoat in 
order to check quality and size before we 
provide all of the “Banwell in Bloom” team 
a coat. This is to reduce the likelihood of an 
accident. The next time you see our volun-
teers near our busy roads please give them 
a cheer and a wave.

Peter Shipton
Chair - Village Pride

Banwell, Winscombe 
and Sandford 
Children’s Centre
Find out about the new Children’s Centre 
which will be opening soon!!

A new Children’s Centre for Banwell, Wins-
combe and Sandford will soon be opening  
in Banwell.  The Centre is being converted 
from the former Youth and Community Cen-
tre in Banwell and it is planned that it   will 
be a base for activities for children, young 
people and their families. 

Information and fi nding out sessions are be-
ing held to give families the opportunity to 
fi nd out about Children’s Centres and give 
their views on the services that might be 
provided by the Children’s Centre.

The events, which will include children’s 
activities and refreshments, will be held on 
the following dates:

Monday 25th February at Banwell Village 
Hall from 1-3pm

Thursday 27th March at St James Church 
Hall Winscombe from 1-3pm 

Village Pride Meeting
Venue: Scout Hut.

Wednesday 6th February 2008
Time 19.30 hrs

All Welcome
Agenda
1. Adoption of the minutes

2. Matters arising

3. Condition of assets (flower tubs/
 seating/etc)

4. Hi-viz jacket approval

5. Budget 2008-2009

6. Banwell in bloom update

7. Any other business

8. Date of next meeting

Cemetery 
Committee
We are holding a Tidy-up Day in the ceme-
tery on Sunday 17th February 2008 between 
midday and one o’clock weather, permitting. 
We have ten green bags so, hopefully, we can 
remove a lot of the fallen leaves. I shall see 
if I can borrow a generator to provide some 
hot refreshments on the day. 

Many hands make light work so please turn 
up on the day for an hour’s work.

Peter Shipton
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Representatives from the Children’s Centre, 
local parents, health visitors, midwives, 
Children’s Information Services and Job 
Centre Plus are amongst those who will be 
supporting the events as partners who will be 
working through the new Children’s Centre.    
It is hoped that as many local families as 
possible will be able to join us to fi nd out 
what is already happening as part of the 
Children’s centre activities and help us to 
plan for the future.

For more information about the Children’s 
Centre please contact  Sue James on 07825 
341287 or email: Sue.James@n-somerset.
gov.uk 

Plastic 
Recycling
You can now recycle plastic types 1 and 2 at 
eight points across North Somerset.

The amount of plastic waste generated an-
nually in the UK is estimated to be nearly 
3 million tonnes. Where possible avoid 
buying over-packaged products and refi ll 
plastic containers.

Please recycle the remaining plastic you 
may have at the following plastic recycling 
points:

Backwell - Recycling Centre

Nailsea - Clevedon Road Car Park

Portishead - Recycling Centre

Portishead - Waitrose

Weston-super-Mare - Recycling Centre

Weston-super-Mare - Tesco

Winscombe - The Woodborough Pub

Yatton - Somerfi eld

We currently accept the two most common 
types of plastic - Type 1 PET (PETE) and 
Type 2 (HDPE).

Type 1, or Polyethylene Terephthalate, is 
commonly used to make soft drink and 
cooking oil bottles.

Type 2, or High Density Polyethylene, is 
mainly used to make milk and detergent 
bottles.

You can identify what type of plastic you 
have by looking for 
an embossed trian-
gular logo around 
the base with the 
numbers 1 or 2 in 
the centre as shown 
in the picture.

We cannot accept other plastic types for 
recycling because, at the moment, it is dif-
fi cult to do and expensive.

For further information contact Streets and 
Open Spaces on 01934 888 802.

North Somerset Council

Testing Times
An old man visited his doctor in order to get 
some test results from the previous week. 
‘I’ve got some good news and some bad 
news,’ said the doctor.

‘Give me the good news fi rst!’ replied the 
patient.

‘The good news is that you have only 
twenty-four hours to live.’

‘Oh my God!’ cried the patient. ‘If that’s the 
good news, then what’s the bad news?’

‘I forgot to call you yesterday’ said the 
doctor.
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH

BANWELL

“STORYTIME”
For young children

Coffee and chat for Mums and Dads

Monday 25th February
10.00 am

Please come and join us 
All welcome

Circus Skills 
Success at Banwell 

School
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It's Leap Year!
This is a Leap Year - February has 29 days in 
it, bringing the total days for 2008 to 366. 

Leap years happen every four years, but this 
one is more unusual: this February has fi ve 
Fridays in it. The last time a February had 
5 Fridays was in 1980 and next time will 
be in 2036. 

So - which years are leap years? In the 
Gregorian calendar, used by most modern 
countries, the following rules decide which 
years are leap years:

- Every year divisible by 4 is a leap year. 

- But every year divisible by 100 is NOT 
a leap year 

- Unless the year is also divisible by 400, 
then it is still a leap year. This means that 
year 1800, 1900, 2100, 2200, 2300 and 2500 
are NOT leap years, while 2000 and 2400 
ARE leap years. (Not that any of us will be 
around in 2400 to care.)

Leap years keep the calendar in alignment 
with the earth's motion around the sun. If 
we used a calendar with only ever 365 days, 
we'd end up 0.2422 days wrong a year - that's 
about six hours. Not much to begin with - 
but in 50 years we'd be 12 days ahead of the 
seasons. By adding a leap year, the calendar 
follows the seasons much more closely.

Is This ‘Our 
Banwell’?
Banwell Parish Steering Group is now 
called ‘OUR BANWELL’.  Over the coming 
months you will be asked for your ideas for 
the future of Banwell.  You will receive a 
yellow leafl et entitled ‘OUR BANWELL’.  
This leafl et will have information about how 
Banwellians can decide for themselves how 
they would like to improve their village.

If you have views about local schooling, 
youth opportunities, traffi c control, heritage, 
the elderly, shops and amenities etc, this is 
your change to have your say.  The group 
‘OUR BANWELL’ will require feedback 
about what you like and what you would like 
to change about your village.  The yellow 
leafl et will give you information on how to 
give us your views.

We will also be looking for volunteers so 
don’t be shy – there are only approx 2900  
people living in Banwell and everyone’s 
views are important, whether you are nine 
years old or ninety nine years young.

This is ‘OUR BANWELL’ and it is up to us 
to look after our village.

Trouble And 
Strife
An elderly gentleman pays a visit to a wizard 
to ask him to remove a curse he has been 
living with for the last forty years. The wiz-
ard tells the man that he needs to know the 
exact words that were used when the curse 
was put on him in the fi rst place. The old 
man replies without a moment’s hesitation, 
‘I now pronounce you man and wife.’

Words Of Wisdom
* Never buy a car you can’t push.

*  Never put both feet in your mouth at  
 the same time, because if you do, you  
 won’t  have a leg to stand on.

*  Nobody cares if you can’t dance well.  
 Just get up and dance.
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Banwell Fair 
Day
The sum of £154.75 was raised in aid of St 
Margaret’s Somerset Hospice at the Fire Sta-
tion on Banwell Fair Day. We are grateful for 
your support and generous donations.
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Modern Art
An introduction to Modern Art - What’s 
it supposed to be?

In three evenings at Winscombe Commu-
nity Centre, one each in March, April and 
May, David Cuthbert, celebrated local art-
ist, teacher and co-director of the Mendip 
Painting Centre, will be giving illustrated 
talks on the origins and development of 
modern art.

These evenings will be informal affairs and 
discussion will be encouraged. David will be 
drawing on forty years of study and his own 
understanding as a practising artist. He has 
exhibited widely and has work in collections 
in Australia, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, and USA. 
David is also registered with ALIAS, (Arts 
Council of England, South West) as a visual 
arts consultant. The course is suitable for 
anyone with an interest in modern cultural 
history or simply curious about the images 
and ideas of modern artists.

The fi rst on March 6th is called “Ecstatic 
Colour” and will be looking at Matisse, the 
Fauves and their legacy. This is followed by 
“Dismantling & Rebuilding the World” on 
April 3rd which is devoted to the Cubism 
of Picasso, Braque and Gris. “Dreams & 
Nightmares” on May 1st will complete 
the fi rst three talks with a look at Expres-
sionism, Dada and Surrealism. Each talk is 
self-suffi cient but it is hoped that people will 
book for all three. The purpose of the series 
is to show how modern and contemporary 
art has developed out of earlier art and in 
response to changes in society.

The dates for these fascinating talks will 
be 06 March, 03 April and 01 May, starting 
each evening at 7.45p.m. The cost will be 
£5 for each evening and the three sessions 

can be booked together at a reduced rate 
of £12.

A further three sessions have been provi-
sionally booked and will depend upon the 
interest shown at these initial talks.

Enquiries to David on 01934 842970 to book 
tickets please. Tickets can also be purchased 
at the door on the evening.

WI
The speaker for our January meeting was 
Mr.T.Merret Smith and his subject was 
‘Thanks for the Memory’.

We heard about the lives and careers of 
entertainers who were popular many years 
ago.

We saw slides of such stars as Rudolph 
Valentino. The songs were known to most 
of us and we sang along to many of them. It 
really was good music in those days.

For our next meeting on February 14th we 
have Mrs.Ann Bowering whose subject 
will be the Bayeaux Tapestry Visitors are 
very welcome.

Amorous Recall
The actress Ethel Barrymore was once told 
that an actress acquaintance had, prior to 
getting married, made a full confession to 
her prospective husband regarding her past 
love affairs. ‘What honesty! What courage,’ 
somebody apparently remarked, but the only 
comment Barrymore made was, ‘What a 
memory!’
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Village Websites
St Andrew’s Church – www.standrewsbanwell.org.uk
Contact: Dinah Harrison, email: pccsecretary@standrewsbanwell.org.uk

Banwell Village Website – www.banwell.info 
Contact: Graham Found, email: graham@banwell.info Tel:822619

Banwell Parish Council Website –  www.banwellparishcouncil.co.uk
Contact: Mrs Nicola Hooper – clerk@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk 

The Friends of Banwell Primary School Website – www.banwell.info/friends

Westfi eld Residents Assoc - www.westfi eld.banwell.info
email; westfi eld@banwell.info

Banwell Bowling Club Website – www.banwellbowlsclub.com

Banwell Royal British Legion Website – www.rbl.banwell.info

Banwell Baby and Toddler Group – www.geocities.com/banwellbabytoddlers

Village Website
The modernised Banwell Village Website 
hub is now up and running at www.banwell.
info and provides:

 - A calendar to which you can now all add 
events.

 - A news page that you can now all post 
news on by email

   ( just ask me for the email address)

 - Community links to local societies and 
organisations as before.

NEW

There are also links to the Banwell Hub 
groups on bebo, facebook and myspace. 

If things go according to plan all the news 
and events published on the hub will also 
appear on the groups. (The Facebook group 
seems to be winning just now with 15 mem-

bers before we even launched!)

Banwell email alerts has been made more 
reliable and will also send news and events 
around the village.

Memory Lapse
Two old men are chatting. One man says, 
‘My friend, you must try this memory pill 
I’m taking. I remember absolutely every-
thing, it’s amazing.’

The other man says, ‘It sounds wonderful. 
What’s the name of the pill?’

The fi rst man replies, ‘The name of the pill? 
Well, let’s see. What’s the name of that small 
white fl ower with a yellow centre? It begins 
with “D” . . .’

The other man says, ‘A daisy?’

The fi rst man says, ‘Yes, that’s right!’ Then, 
calling for his wife, he says, ‘Daisy what is 
the name of that pill I’m taking?’
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The Whistling Duck Informer
Tel: 01934 823127

“Hi Folks”

My name is Tim Collins, and together with my wife Joi and our son Luke I run the “Whistling Duck 
Public House” in Banwell and would like to take this opportunity of wishing all of you a healthy, 
happy & prosperous New Year. Also to thank everyone for their support over the past 2 years that 
we’ve been here and to inform you of some changes we have made to Menus & facilities for 2008.
From January, we are introducing our Fantastic “Season Changing” Fine Dining Al a Carte Menu in 
what is now called the “Seasons Restaurant at the Whistling Duck”
Running along side the Main Menu we will be offering a selection of superb malted granary fi lled 
baguettes from £3.95 & a selection of home made Steak Burgers with Salad & Fries from £4.95.
Also, we will be offering a selection of family favourites with kiddie’s portions at Half Price, with 
an additional Dish of the Day at £4.95, “Changing Daily”
There will also be our famous Steak section all served with Home Made Chips, Tomato, Flat Mush-
rooms, Butter Fried Onions & Watercress Salad.
We have also included our new Pizza Menu for your deliberation & are now offering a “Free” Home 
Delivery Service within a 3 Mile Radius.
I thank you for your time & sincerely hope that we can be of service to you in 2008.
For more information, please call the above telephone number.

The Whistling Duck Pizza Menu
Tel: 01934 823127
1.  Margarita  =  Cheese & Tomato £8.95
2.  Napolitano  =  Cheese, Tomato, Garlic & Oregano £9.45
3.  Hawaiian  =  Cheese, Tomato, Ham & Pineapple £9.95
4. Bolognese  =  Topped with Classical Meat Sauce & Cheese £9.95
5. 4 Cheese  =  Cheddar, Mozzarella, Gorgonzola & Parmesan £9.95
6. Marinara  =  Prawns, Tuna, Anchovy & Olives £10.95
7.  Roccolla  =  Rocket & Parmesan Salad £9.45
8.  Putanesca  =  Onion, Mushroom, Garlic, Chilli & Olives £9.95

All our Pizza’s are Freshly Baked to Order.• 
We offer a 50% Discount for Lunch Time Diners• 
20% Discount for “Takeaway Customers” (Self Pick-Up Only)• 
Alternatively we offer a “Free Home Delivery Service” (Tues-Sat Evening only 6-10pm)• 
Menus and forthcoming events can be seen on our website at www.pubrestaurantbanwell.co.uk• 
Seasons Restaurant is listed with Restaurant Guide www.sugarvine.com - please see Reader • 
Recommendations.
Lunchtime Pizzas - Dine in the restaurant or Takeaway (Self Pick-up only) Tuesday to • 
Sunday- all @ £5.00 each.
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Nunc Dimittis
Waiting is a common human experience. 
Sometimes the waiting is for good and excit-
ing things: a birthday to arrive or a wedding 
day to dawn. At other times the waiting is 
anxious and worrying: exam results or news 
of loved ones serving in the forces. The 
waiting rooms at the doctor or dentist often 
have that air of anxiety and foreboding. Our 
lives are made up of waiting that leads to 
encounter, and the waiting requires patience 
and humility. Milton wrote in his blindness, 
‘They also serve who only stand and wait’ 
as he wondered what he could do for God’s 
kingdom now that his sight had gone.

Simeon in this month’s painting of the ‘Pres-
entation of Christ’ had been waiting. He 
belonged to a people who had been waiting 
for centuries. He was heir to the hopes and 
dreams of a nation waiting for a better world 
now that the holy city was in the hands of 
Roman invaders. With his people he clung 
to the hope that God would come to bring 
freedom and a new life. God’s chosen one, 
the Messiah, would bring this about. When it 
came, there was no fanfare, no warning, just 
an ordinary family from faraway Nazareth in 
the Temple, performing the religious duties 
for the fi rstborn son. But the waiting led to 
encounter, and the sight of the newborn child 
led to insight as Simeon recognised that light 
and salvation had at last come.

Rembrandt has captured all this in his paint-
ing, ‘Simeon with the Christ Child in the 
Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope 
and humility of an old man, a priest, who 
takes the babe into his arms and blesses 
God. It was the artist’s last painting and left 
unfi nished at his death in 1669. The fi gure 
of Mary by Simeon’s side may have been 
painted by another artist at a later stage. It is 
the aged priest and the newborn babe 

Reprinted by kind permission of the NationalMuseum, 
Stockholm.
that impress us as we look: Simeon with his 
venerable beard and eyes half closed, and the 
tiny child cradled in his strong arms, looking 
up intently with his eyes open. 

As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he 
saying something about his own life? He 
had not been afraid to paint his portrait at 
various stages - at 21, at 35, at 53 - a total of 
60 portraits covering the span of years. And 
in all of them, whatever the age, the artist 
looks out from the canvas at us, asking what 
a 21 year old, a 35 year old, a 53 year old 
can say to us and teach us.

In this fi nal painting the years have moved 
on as we see Simeon, mouthing ‘Nunc dimit-
tis’ with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting 
over and the journey coming to an end, so 
that his eyes will fully close? Or will he 
open them to see that with the babe in his 
arms, God has more in store: the promise 
of a future as they step out together on a 
new journey?

The Rev Michael Burgess
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ROBERT COMBER
HANDYMAN

For all small jobs in the house and garden,
Including - woodwork, plumbing, 
furniture repair and assembly.

Put up that shelf or paint that gate.
Need that extra hand?

Telephone 01934 513092
Mobile 07796 122485

E-mail : comberhandyman@aol.com

Farmer Support
The pursuit of cheap food coupled with 
the buying power of the big supermarkets 
is putting farming livelihoods at risk, the 
Church of England has told the Competi-
tion Commission. Making farmers pay for 
supermarkets' own promotions is just one 
of a number of invisible and pernicious 
practices squeezing farm-gate prices.

While welcoming the broad fi ndings in the 
Competition Commission's recent interim 
report, the Church argues that a wider debate 
is urgently needed on the effects of retailers 
extracting 'below cost' supply agreements 
from farmers and their effect on a sustain-
able and fl ourishing agricultural sector.

"The business practices of the major food 
retailers have placed considerable stress on 
the farming community through the use of 
methods which we believe to be unfair and 
of which consumers seem to be unaware," 
said the Rt Rev Michael Langrish, Bishop 
of Exeter, who chairs the Church's Rural 
Strategy Group.

" Farmers seem to be unwilling to complain 
or to expose these practices for fear that their 
produce may be boycotted by the major 
retailers. It is clear that the Supermarkets 
Code of Practice is not working."

The call for wider debate comes in the report 
'Fairtrade begins at home: Supermarkets and 
the effect on British farming livelihoods', 
submitted to the Competition Commis-
sion by the Church's Ethical Investment 
Advisory Group (EIAG). It was researched 
and produced in response to concerns from 
members of the General Synod, the Church's 
'Parliament', about the doubtful viability of 
many farming enterprises given the squeeze 
on farm-gate prices.

Ticket To Ride
A former bishop of Exeter was renowned for 
his bad memory. On one occasion he was 
travelling by train to a certain part of his 
diocese. Before he reached his destination 
the ticket collector appeared demanding to 
see all tickets. The bishop groped his way 
through this pocket and that, inside his 
purple cassock and out, but no ticket could 
be found. Finally the ticket collector lost 
patience and said; 'Tha's o'right bishop. 
We all know you's an harnest man. It don't 
matter.'

'Oh indeed it does!' replied the bishop. 
'Without that ticket I shan't know where to 
get off this train!'

Slowly does it!
London has the slowest traffi c of any ma-
jor city in Europe, with an average speed 
of 11.8mph, 3.2mph slower than the next 
slowest, Berlin, a recent survey has found. 
Manchester, with an average speed of 
17.4mph was fourth slowest, and Edinburgh 
(18.5mph) was fi fth.
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Abbreviations: * Visitors Welcome; V.H. Village Hall; M.H. Methodist Hall; 
P.H. Playgroup Hall; Y.C.C. Youth and Community Centre. 

W H A T ’ S  O N  T H I S  M O N T H
MONDAY
11th 7.30 pm Parish Council * V.H.
25th 7.30 pm     “          “ * Meth. Hall
Weekly 10.00 am Keep Fit  * V.H.
Weekly 5.30 – 6.30 pm Beavers * Scout Hall
Weekly    6.00 - 8.45 pm         Beginners & Advanced Yoga                   *        V.H.

TUESDAY
Weekly 10.00 am Mendip Art Group (term time only) * V.H.
Weekly 1.00 - 3.30 pm Playgroup * P. H.
Weekly 5.45 - 7.15 pm Brownies * V.H.
Weekly 7.00 - 9.00 pm Guides * Scout Hall

WEDNESDAY
6th & 20th  1.30  - 3.30 pm Baby Clinic * V.H.
13th 2.30 pm Mothers’ Union –  Speaker: Eric Small * V.H. 
13th 7.30pm Royal British Legion * Scout Hall
Weekly 7.30 pm       Bell Ringing Practice * St. Andrews
Weekly 8.00 pm       Banwell Sequence Dance Club * V.H.
Weekly 1.30 pm       Bridge Club * V.H.

THURSDAY
14th & 28th 10.00 am Banwell Short Mat Bowling *  V.H.
1st & 21st 7.30 pm               “        “       “        “       * V.H
14th  7.30 pm W.I.  Speaker: Anne Bowring
   “The Bayeux Tapistry”  * V.H.
28th  7.30pm Gardening Club – Speaker: Chris Cudlipp
  “Growing Veg”.
Weekly       1.00 - 3.30pm Playgroup * P.H.
Weekly 2.30 pm             Seniors’ Club * V.H. 
Weekly 7.30 – 10.00 pm Youth Club (term time only) * Y.C.C.
Weekly 5.30 - 6.30 pm Rainbows * Scout Hall

FRIDAY
8th 7.30 pm Archaeology  Society – Speaker: Anne
  Bowring “Secret Hiding Places: Priest
  Holes & Secret Passages * V.H.
Weekly 9.30 - 11.45 am Baby/Toddler Group * Scout Hall
Weekly 6.30 – 7.45 pm Cubs * Scout Hall
Weekly 7.45 – 9.30 pm Scouts * Scout Hall

SATURDAY
9th 7.30pm “Winter Draws On” Old Time Music Hall * Village Hall

SUNDAY
Weekly 11.00 am Judo Club * Y.C.C.
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Lost In 
Translation
Two American preachers were visiting in 
Germany and attended Sunday services. 
Since they couldn't speak German, they 
decided to do as the man sitting in front of 
them did. 

A few minutes into the service the preacher 
from the pulpit said something and the man 
in front of them stood, and they stood also. 
The congregation burst into laughter. They 
then sat down when the man did. 

At the end of the service, they met the pas-
tor and found that he spoke English. They 
asked him why everyone laughed so much 
when they stood? 

The pastor explained that he had announced 
that they would have a christening service 
that evening and would the father of the 
child please rise.

No wonder that the average Briton suffers 
an estimated 55 nights of poor quality sleep 
a year.

Leave Those 
Emails Alone!
Want a good night's sleep tonight? Avoid 
your laptop, BlackBerry and mobile phone 
for at least an hour before you go to bed. 
Checking any one of them can have the 
same effect on your sleep as drinking two 
espressos.

Recent research by the Edinburgh Sleep 
centre has discovered that the light from a 
BlackBerry or laptop is concentrated enough 
to signal your brain to stop production of 
melatonin, a natural hormone known to aid 
sleep disturbances. And checking emails - 
especially to do with work - will shut down 
the brain's natural preparations for sleep.

Sick Humour
Mrs Green called her doctor’s surgery to fi nd 
out her husband’s test results.

‘I’m so sorry’ the nurse told her, ‘but there’s 
been some sort of mistake. When we sent 
your husband’s samples to the laboratory 
some samples from another Mr Green were 
sent as well. One Mr Green has tested posi-
tive for Alzheimer’s disease and the other 
Mr Green for syphilis. We can’t tell which 
results are your husband’s.’

‘That’s terrible,’ cried Mrs Green. ‘Can we 
do the test over again to fi nd the answer?’

‘Your Health Maintenance Organization 
won’t pay for these expensive tests to be 
run twice.’

‘Well, what are we supposed to do?’

‘The doctor recommends that you drop your 
husband off in the middle of town. If he fi nds 
his way home, don’t sleep with him.’

Now That I’m Older
1. I started out with nothing, and I still  
 have most of it.

2. My wild oats have turned to prunes and  
 All Bran.

3. I fi nally got my head together; now my  
 body is falling apart.

4. All reports are in: life is now offi cially  
 unfair.

5. If all is not lost, where is it?

6. It is easier to get older than it is to get  
 wiser.
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John Irving
Funeral Directors

01934 822880
Independent Family Business

Serving the community 
for more than three generations

* 24hr personal service

* Home visits in any area

* Private Chapels of Rest

* Pre-payment Plans

Pennyard House
East Street

Banwell
BS29 6BW

Kate Hebden 
ICSF MSF

Designer Florist

Tel - 01934 842870
Mobile - 07960 479597

E-mail - katedasie@yahoo.co.uk

- Bridal Flowers - Venue  & Reception - Church Flowers -

A.R. THORNE (NPTC cert)

T R E E  S E R V I C E S
Tel: 01934 420142 Mob: 07765 406689

L O G S  F O R  S A L E ,  T R E E  F E L L I N G

S T U M P  G R I N D I N G ,  R E - S H A P I N G
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FREE QUOTATIONS
AND CONSULTATIONS

FULLY INSURED

Winter 
Draws 

On! 
(Yet Again)

An Evening of Music Hall Entertainment
SATURDAY 9th FEBRUARY - 7.30pm BANWELL VILLAGE HALL

TICKETS £7.50 - (including Hot Supper)

from

Vine Counselling Services 876377, Sonia 820460, Mendip Offi ce and Art, Congres-
bury, and cast members -

(please state any dietary needs on booking)

PROFITS TO VINE COUNSELLING SERVICES
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Family 
Information Days
The nationally recognised POPPINS Com-
munity Cafés are coming to Banwell Village 
Hall on 5 March 2008, offering help and 
support on a variety of issues, from housing 
to education. 

As well as information about how to get the 
most from local services, such as those of-
fered by North Somerset Council, Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau and Age Concern, there will 
also be opportunities to talk to local police 
and councillors, plus there will be refresh-
ments and fun activities.

The community cafés have been taking place 
in various venues across North Somerset 
over the last few months and were recently 
singled out for national praise by the Gov-

ernment’s Improvement and Development 
Agency for their impact in helping “hard to 
reach” groups access local services. 

For more information telephone Celia on 
01934 529 320 or Heather  01934 529321 
or Fax 01934 521249. 

End Of An Era!
Sue and Alan would like to thank all their 
customers for their loyal support over the 
last 26 years. They have enjoyed serving 
you whilst in business.

After 50 years in the butchery trade Alan 
has decided to retire and hang up his famous 
white coat. They will cease trading on Sat-
urday 30th March 2008. 

Alan & Sue Vickery
We wish them a long and happy retirement. Ed
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AQUABLAST (24hr DRAIN SERVICE) 
Hillend Farm, Hillend  824355
Low Rates, High Pressure Jetting.
Toilets, Sinks, Drains and Gutters Unblocked.
Drain Replacing. Root Cutting & 
Colour CCTV Surveys.

A. P. T. MOTORS 820663
Summer Lane, Banwell
Servicing, Repairs, M.O.T. 
New & Used Car Sales, 
Body Repairs, Insurance Work.
www.aptmotors.co.uk.

TOPAZ DESIGN & DECORATING
Let me help you create the look you’ve always 
wanted. Friendly advice with a professional 
decorating service.
Free consultation. References available.
Call Angie Nicoll on 07887 768214 or      823314

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATING   
Steve Price for all property maintenance.
Also fi tted kitchens etc.
No job to small.
mobile 07766 223970  or     820214

BANWELL NEWS
Ian, Jean & Paul at
36 West Street 822226
Newsagents, Confectioners, Tobacconists
and Grocers. Video library & National Lottery.

FOR ALL WASHING MACHINE AND
VACUUM CLEANER
Repairs and Service
Phone N.J. Kemp 823250

CARAVAN SALES & CALOR GAS
Davan Caravans Ltd. 510606
St. Georges, Weston-super-Mare

BANWELL GARDEN NURSERIES
Castle Hill Banwell 822246
Shrubs, Conifers, Fruit trees, Compost, Peat.
Wide range of garden sundries. Landscaping
service. Sheds, conservatories, stoneware,
slabs, Contact us fi rst for all gardening needs.

BANWELL DENTURE REPAIRS
Emergency and out of hours service
One-hour service by qualifi ed Dental technician
Replica dentures made
The old village Bakery, West Street        822158

DIGITAL T. V.
AERIAL &  SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sky-Freeview & Freesat sold, 
installed and repaired.
Stuart Jack, AMIPRE 820028
33 High Street, Banwell

TREE SERVICE
Court Farm, Wrington, Somerset. 862229
Tree Surgery; Dangerous Trees; Tree Felling;
Conifer reduction; Hedge Trimming.
Free estimates. Fully insured (N. F. U.)
Hardwood Logs £70 a truckfull; double £130.

P J PLANT
All types of groundwork undertaken
Footings. Drains. Garden Excavations
Land drainage systems
No job too big or too small
PHIL NEWTON  mobile 07881 581157. 624743

ROOFCHECK - Roofi ng Contractors, 
All re-roofi ng repairs, replacement of fascias, 
soffi ts and guttering in PVC carried out promptly 
and expertly.
Member of the Guild of Builders and Contractors
Tel. Anytime 644430

GUITAR TUITION 
Classically trained guitarist teaches classical 
through pop. No guitar needed .
Also guitars bought and sold. Available as solo 
artist for parties, clubs and functions.  
Phone Terry 824552

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH 844764
Peter Everett, DO MRO
No. 6 Corner House
Woodborough Road Winscombe
24-hour service. Home visits by arrangement.

J&M CARPETS
Your local Carpet Specialist
Supply and Fit, Domestic and Contract
Free estimates, Planning and Home Selection 
service. (mobile   07905 421863) 820783

BANWELL STORES
Angie & Mani 38 West Street 822405
Bake N’ Bite, DVD & Video rental, 
Groceries, Fruit & Veg, Alcohol
Opening Hours Sun - Thur 8am to 8pm
Fri & Sat 8am t0 8.30pm

Keep Banwell Alive
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CHIROPODIST
David Anderson MBChA, MSSCh   750329  
Please ‘phone for an appointment or Home visit.  
Clinic held in Banwell Village Hall Wed. a.m.

BANWELL GARAGE MOTOR ENGINEERS
20 Knightcott Road, Banwell 823200
Servicing & repairs, all makes petrol/diesel.
MOT’s arranged. Breakdown & recovery serv-
ice. Welding and auto electrical work.
Competitive rates. Call Darcy Smith now.

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
City & Guilds - 16th Edition Regs
Electrical Installations.
Extra Sockets Security lights etc.
Free quotes. No obligation. No VAT
Steve Insley (Mobile 07971 413603) 812709

BEAUTY THERAPY IN BANWELL
Waxing, manicures, pedicures, facials, lash tint-
ing and aromatherapy massage.
Gift Vouchers available.  City & Guilds
For appointments or enquiries ring Nicola on  
822422 / Mobile 07944 737406

HORIZON COMPUTERS 
109 High Street Worle 524664
Everything for the home and offi ce
Software – Consumables – Accessories –
Stationery all  unbeatable prices.
Custom Built Computers delivered & installed

HIGHFIELD KENNELS AND CATTERY 822372
High Street, Banwell
Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm.  Sun 10am – 2pm
Heated accommodation.  Family run Business
Delivery & Collection service.  Fully Insured
www.kennelandcattery.co.uk

TIMBER WORK BUILDINGS
Timber Yard, Shute Shelve, Cross.
Manufacturers, Top Quality Sheds,
Sunhouses, Workshops, Garages, 
Conservatories, Storm Porches.
Call and see, or phone 732396

BOULTERS OF BANWELL LTD.
Knightcott Banwell 822137
‘The Country Store that gives you more’
Garden Machinery. Tools and Workwear plus-
Outdoor Pursuits & Equestrian Equipment

CORONETTE COIFFURE & CLIPPERS
Ladies Hair Studio & Barbers
3 West Street, Banwell 823631
Hairdressing to suit all needs. Professional and
advanced City & Guilds qualifi ed stylists.
Est. 1974. Late night Fridays.

‘CHILLIES’
26 Church Street
Indian and English takeaway foods 
Finest currys in Banwell        822775 or 824920
FREE HOME DELIVERY (min order £10.00)

WINSCOMBE SOCIAL CLUB 842624
7 Sandford Rd, Winscombe (opp. free c/park)
New members welcome, £5 year membership.
Cheapest drinks in the area, live entertainment
1st & 3rd Sats, Bingo Sun eve. & Tues. eve.
Large hall & function rooms free to members.

THE ELMS B&B 
Wolvershill Road, Banwell 
offers guests a comfortable & luxurious stay.
Please telephone for enquiries 824925
or 07929 560 536
Visit  www.theelmsbedandbreakfast.co.uk

FOR ALL OCCASIONS
BUFFETS AND DINNER PARTIES
Weddings, birthdays, funerals, coming of age 
parties all catered for with delicious home-
cooked food from a  wide variety of menus.  
Ring Cheryl Laycock  - eve &  w/e  626483

LADY PAINTER / DECORATOR
has joined DPS Property Maintenance
Interior / Exterior decorating 
Plumbing / Electrical
Decking / Gardening. No job too small.
Mobile 07715 127951 824264

WEDDING AND EVENING GOWNS
Something special? Wedding and Evening
Gowns made to order.
Yvonne Sargent, The Caves, Banwell.  820516

BANWELL PARISH CLERK
Mrs Nicola Hooper
41 Moor Lane
Hutton, BS24 9QL
(Phone calls Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm)   812567
Email: clerk@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk

Support Local Traders
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